would grow into Whitman's own commemorative address, given irregularly during the years to come on the anniversaries of Abraham Lincoln's death. Whitman's work on Speed's oration must have been effortless, growing out of his sense of duty to himself, to the Union, to Lincoln, and even to Speed. After all, as Ashton reminded friend Charles W. Eldridge, the Attorney General did provide Whitman with a stable employment that "enabled" him "to bring out with comfort" the fourth and fifth editions of Leaves (Barrus, 29 
ON THE BACK COVER: A WHITMAN MANUSCRIPT FRAGMENT
The Library of Congress, through gifts and purchases, continues to add to its vast collection of Whitman materials. One manuscript fragment recently added to the collection appears on the back cover.l Along the edge of the scrap of paper on which Whitman's notes are written appears the inscription "Walt Whitman MSS from J. H. Johnston 1911." Johnston was a New York jeweler who befriended Whitman in the late 1870s and often invited Whitman to stay at his home. The manuscript is undated and reads as follows:
As to nationality [cancelled: &] 
